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Notice is hereby made that public comment shall be made without expectation of a response by 

any School Board member to matters raised by such commentary.  The Board respects the right 

of the public to communicate its stance of matters of interest, but meetings are scheduled in 

advance to conduct business put forth on its publicly posted agenda only. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

NEWFOUND AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT 

School Board Minutes 

January 21, 2020 

Public Session:  6:30 p.m. 

Location:  LMC- Newfound Regional High School 

 

I. Call to Order by the School Board Vice Chair, Jason Robert at 6:30 p.m. 

II. Pledge of Allegiance 

III. Record Roll: 

Sue Cheney, Alexandria  excused absent 

Michael O’Malley, Bridgewater present 

Heidi Milbrand, Bristol  present 

Melissa Suckling, Danbury  present 

Jeff Levesque, Groton   excused absent 

Jason Robert, Hebron   present 

Christine Davol, New Hampton present 

 

IV. Approval or Modification of Agenda 

Melissa Suckling requested to add an update to the Superintendent search a. under 

Old Business. 

 

V. Approval of Minutes 

a. December 16, 2019 

b. January 6, 2020 

Melissa Suckling corrected the top of page two to read, “Stacy will follow up with 

Tuan to see if he is interested, two principals, one paraeducator, one community 

member, two teachers, a central office member and a parent member.” 

c. January 10, 2020 

Please amend January 10 Minutes to add attendance and voting record. 

Record Roll: 

Sue Cheney, Alexandria  present 

Michael O’Malley, Bridgewater present 

Heidi Milbrand, Bristol  present 

Melissa Suckling, Danbury  present 

Jeff Levesque, Groton   present 

Jason Robert, Hebron    excused absent 

Christine Davol, New Hampton present 

Notice:  These minutes are in D R A F T format, and shall remain as such as the legal record in compliance 
with RSA 91:A in their written archival form.  They are likely to contain errors and may be in need of 
correction which can only be done in public in a properly-posted, subsequent meeting of the School Board.   
Accordingly, you are referred to the minutes of a subsequent (i.e. future -- but not necessarily the next 
sequential) meeting of the Board to identify what may have been changed as an approved and properly 
modified record in compliance with law. 
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Article 2: Expendable Trust Fund: Building Maintenance 

 

Vote to recommend Article 2: 6-0-0-1 (Hebron excused absent) Motion Passed 

Vote to recommend Article 3: 6-0-0-1 (Hebron excused absent) Motion Passed 

Vote to adjourn: 6-0-0-1 (Hebron excused absent) Motion Passed  

 

VI. Public Comment 

None 

 

VII. Correspondence 

None 

 

VIII. Announcements and Recognition 

a. Student Liaison Report  

None 

b. Staff Liaison Report  

Chelsea Vittner reported that New Hampton School has offered their ice rink to 

New Hampton Community School free of charge this year as part of the 5-week 

Winter Activity Program. Members of the NMMS Student Council placed 

wreaths at the NH Veterans Cemetery.  

c. Superintendent Report 

There have been three snow days so the tentative last day of school is June 19.  

Parents are reminded that if there is another snow day, we add onto this date. 

Stacy reminded the board and public that Saturday, February 1 is the Deliberative 

Session at 10 a.m. at the high school. Inclement weather date is February 3 at 6:30 

p.m. Babysitting is available at the Deliberative Session. 

Stacy Buckley sent out an email to parents, board and community members 

explaining important budget dates and information about the deliberative session 

process. 

On January 23, the middle school has allied arts night at 5:30 p.m. followed by a 

concert at 6:30. 

On January 25, the middle school will present a play called “Big Bad” at 2 p.m. 

Stacy congratulated Ed Judd, NRHS Music Director, who has published his first 

book, “View from the Podium.” 

d. Other 

None 

 

IX. Old Business 

a. Update on Superintendent Search 

Melissa Suckling said everyone she invited to join the search committee accepted 

except for one person, so she will reach out to another community member.  The 

board discussed options for the community member.  Melissa has written out 

thank you notes to all who accepted and a reminder of the first meeting,   

Tuesday, January 28 at 6:30 p.m. at the high school. 
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X. New Business 

a. 2020-2021 School Year Calendar 

Stacy Buckley reviewed the proposed 2020-2021 calendar.  She received input 

from the NTU and has made changes based on their input. The school calendar 

begins the last week in August, which is two weeks before Labor Day so that the 

last day of school will not potentially end in late June if there are many snow 

days. Teachers supported this change. December 23 will be a day off from school.  

Christine Davol asked about the number of Early Release days, Teacher 

Conference days and she stressed the importance of having quality Teacher 

Workshop days. 

b. Field Trip(s) approval 

Alex Sobolov (Athletic Director) and John Larsen (Varsity Head Coach) request 

to take a group of varsity baseball players to Cooperstown, NY to play against 

Winnisquam High School at the Baseball Field of Dreams and visit the Hall of 

Fame on an overnight trip Wednesday, April 29, 2020. 

New Hampton Community School and Bridgewater-Hebron Village School 

would like to take the fifth grade on May 27, 2020 to the Boston Freedom Trail to 

highlight Revolutionary history that took place in Boston. 

c. Year 1 progress update on 5-year strategic plan 

Stacy Buckley noted the board approved the 5-year strategic plan a year ago and 

wanted to update the board and community on what we have done so far 

regarding the implementation of the plan. A detailed six page handout listed the 

accomplishments. 

Christine Davol said this handout outlines and solidifies what we have 

accomplished and she hopes progress will continue. 

Mike O’Malley said the report itemized and communicated for the public to see 

the detail. 

Jason Robert asked to have the information placed on the website and thanked 

Stacy for putting the report together. 

d. Preparation for Deliberative Session 

The Deliberative Session is February 1 and there are four Articles this year on the 

School District Warrant. The board needs to discuss who will speak to the 

Articles 2 and 3.  

Article 2: Expendable Trust Fund: Building Maintenance. Heidi Milbrand may 

speak to this if she can attend that day. If not then Jason Robert will talk.  

Article 3: Operating Budget. Jason Robert noted Jeff Levesque traditionally 

speaks to this. 

Stacy confirmed with the board that the handout put together by the Budget 

Committee will be given out on February 1.  Stacy will put together the handouts 

and presentations- updated with current information and get it out to the board for 

approval. 

 Following the meeting, the board members signed the School District Warrant. 

Stacy noted that with the start of school happening two weeks before Labor Day, 

we will need to complete an agreement with the NTU, as this conflicts with the 

contract. 
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XI. Public Comment (on agenda items only per policy BDDH, 5 minute limit) 

None 

 

XII. Motion on Consent Agenda 

None 

 

XIII. Motion on Individual Agenda Items 

Melissa Suckling made a motion to approve December 16, 2019 minutes. Mike 

O’Malley seconded. Vote 5-0-0-2 (Alexandria and Groton excused absent) Motion 

Passed 
 

Christine Davol made a motion to accept January 6, 2020 minutes as amended. 

Melissa Suckling seconded. Vote 5-0-0-2 (Alexandria and Groton excused absent) 

Motion Passed 
 

Heidi Milbrand made a motion to accept January 10, 2020 minutes as amended. 

Christine Davol seconded. Vote 4-0-1-2 (Jason Robert abstained; Alexandria and 

Groton excused absent) Motion Passed 

 

Jason Robert made a motion to accept the 2020-2021 School Year Calendar as 

presented by the Superintendent. Mike O’Malley seconded. Vote 5-0-0-2 (Alexandria 

and Groton excused absent) Motion Passed 

 

Mike O’Malley made a motion to approve the two Field Trips as presented. Jason 

Robert seconded. Vote 5-0-0-2 (Alexandria and Groton excused absent) Motion 

Passed 
 

XIV. Financial 

a. Approval of Manifest(s) 

None 

Stacy said we still need signatures for November and December. Stacy noted that 

we are in the middle of our annual audit and the auditors noted that some districts 

have superintendents sign off on the manifests and then the board signs off on the 

Superintendent.  This may support the process moving forward.  

 

XV. Adjournment 

Melissa Suckling made a motion to adjourn at 7:10 p.m. Christine Davol seconded.  

Vote 5-0-0-2 (Alexandria and Groton excused absent) Motion Passed 

   

Respectfully submitted by Ruth Whittier, School Board Clerk  

   

District staff present: Stacy Buckley, Superintendent; Anne Landry, Student Services; Paul 

Ciotti, Technology Director , Chelsea Vittner, Teacher Representative   






