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NEWFOUND AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT 

School Board Minutes 

April 22, 2020 

Public Session:  6:30 p.m. 

Nonpublic Session to follow 

Location: electronically on Zoom  

 

Please note:  Due to the COVID-19 State of Emergency, this meeting will meet via 

teleconference.  All members will be present through electronic means.  All votes during 

this meeting will be done through a roll call vote. 

 

I. Call to Order by School Board Chair Jeff Levesque at 6:38 p.m. 

II. Pledge of Allegiance 

III. Record Roll: 

Sue Cheney, Alexandria via teleconference alone at home 

Michael O’Malley, Bridgewater via teleconference alone 

Heidi Milbrand, Bristol via teleconference alone 

Melissa Suckling, Danbury via teleconference alone at work in her office 

Jeff Levesque, Groton via teleconference home alone 

Jason Robert, Hebron via teleconference by myself 

Fran Wendelboe, New Hampton via teleconference alone 

 

IV. Approval or Modification of Agenda 

None 

 

V. Community/Board interview with Superintendent Candidate – Pierre Couture 

(6:35 p.m.-7:30 p.m.) 

 

Pierre Couture from Jefferson, NH was welcomed to the virtual meeting and 

introduced himself. Heidi Milbrand who was on the 14 member search committee 

explained the interviewing process and why there was a unanimous decision to 

choose Pierre Couture as the Superintendent Candidate to bring forward to the School 

Board.  

 

Pierre has worked with multiple boards and he currently oversees a 900 student 

population as Superintendent of SAU 35 White Mountains School. He noted the  
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school’s academic performance does quite well and the proficiency rates are about 

State average. When asked what was important to him he replied students come first 

and the goal is to engage them in real life relevant learning as well as soft skills like 

strong communication and collaboration.   The School Board asked Pierre questions 

submitted by the public and school board. 

The board thanked Pierre Couture for the meet and greet and Jeff Levesque said the 

board would discuss the matter in nonpublic and call him tomorrow. 

   

VI. Approval of Minutes 

a. April 1, 2020 

Melissa Suckling would like the minutes to state the location status of board 

members during record roll especially for nonpublic. For example, add, “home 

alone” to via teleconference. The board agreed to place that information in the 

minutes moving forward. 

 

VII. Public Comment 

Jeff Levesque stated the reason the meeting is online and not in its usual location is 

because of the Coronavirus State of Emergency. The meeting is 100% electronic. The 

meeting is streamed on YouTube. Public comment is encouraged and accepted in 

writing only. Please send email to sbuckley@sau4.org or mail a letter to SAU4, 20 

North Main Street, Bristol, NH 03222.  Jeff informed the public that if they had 

difficulties access the livestream, they should send an email to sbuckley@sau4.org 

 

VIII. Correspondence 

Susan Colby (community member and parent) corresponded that as a mother of three 

students she thanks the administration and teachers for their hard work and dedication 

to our students to ease the transition during this pandemic. She also sent thanks to the 

high school administration and staff for their continued student support. 

 

IX. Announcements and Recognition 

a. School Board/Superintendent 

Stacy noted teacher’s contracts went out after the nomination process. Interviewing 

and hiring is progressing at the schools. Food Services for children have continued to 

be offered and expanded to seven days a week that includes breakfast and lunch. 

Remote learning is going well and will continue to happen. Unfortunately, the Acadia 

trip and other field trips are cancelled. 

 

X. Old Business 

None 

 

 

XI. New Business 

a. Approval of learning plan for remote learning (April 21 through the remainder of 

the school year) 

mailto:sbuckley@sau4.org
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Stacy Buckley presented a thoughtful and detailed plan to continue the remote 

learning through the remainder of the school year. A copy of the learning plan is 

in the board packet. 

Highlights of the plan. 

Students will continue to learn through remote learning. Using an hours model of 

attendance, students will complete the required hours by June 5, 2020. 

May 13 early release is a full day of school. 

Students will utilize April vacation to catch up on assignments, get supports and if 

necessary connect with teachers. 

The week of June 8 to the 12, 2020 will be used for students to complete 

unfinished learning assignments and get supports to complete the school year. 

Support Staff will continue the work that they have been assigned. Custodians are 

cleaning and Paraeducators are providing packets for parents to pick up for their 

children. Paraeducators can choose to work over April vacation and the June 8-12 

but if they choose not to work they will not be paid. 

Grading at elementary schools is via a narrative on remote learning. 

Competencies will not be graded at the elementary level. 

Middle and High School will be graded by competencies and “insufficient 

evidence” will be used for students who have not yet mastered the expected level 

of competence. 

Graduation and Class night events will be the focus once the board approves the 

learning plan. Ideas have shifted toward the start of the 2020-2021 school year 

and how we may transition back and address learning gaps  with resources 

available for funding (such as CARE funds). 

Jeff Levesque added that the remote learning plan that the Superintendent has 

presented is providing structure, routine and learning. 

 

b. Nomination of BHVS Principal 

Stacy Buckley nominated Stacy Bachelder-Giles as the Bridgewater-Hebron 

Village School Principal. The nomination will be discussed in nonpublic session 

following this meeting. 

 

c. Transportation Contracts- recommendations and approval for 5-year contract 

The recommendation is to continue with First Student for regular education and 

special education transportation services.  This is based on the results of the RFP. 

 

d. Approval for Superintendent to accept resignations before next board meeting 

 

e. Next meeting date 

The minutes will note that the board cancelled the May 4 meeting and May 18 

will be the next meeting.  

 

Fran asked about the process of policy approval.  Stacy noted that there is a policy 

committee that reviews the proposed policies.  They make a recommendation to 

the school board.  The school board reviews policies for a first and 
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second/approval reading.   There is time for the school board to adjust policies or 

send recommendations back to the policy committee for further study. 

 

XII. Public Comment (on agenda items only per policy BDDH, 5 minute limit) 

None 

 

XIII. Motion on Consent Agenda 

None 

 

XIV. Motion on Individual Agenda Items 

Mike O’Malley made a motion to approve the remote learning plan through the 

remainder of the school year as presented by the Superintendent. Melissa Suckling 

seconded the motion. Vote was by roll call: Alexandria-yes, Bridgewater-yes, Bristol-

yes, Danbury-yes, Groton-yes, Hebron-yes, New Hampton-no 6-1-0-0 Motion Passed 

 

Jeff Levesque made a motion to accept April 1, 2020 Minutes. Mike O’Malley 

seconded. Vote was by roll call: Alexandria-yes, Bridgewater-yes, Bristol-yes, 

Danbury-yes, Groton-yes, Hebron-yes, New Hampton-yes. 7-0-0-0 Motion Passed  

 

Melissa Suckling made a motion to approve the Transportation Contracts as 

recommended by Stacy Buckley to give the full contract to First Student. Jason 

Robert seconded the motion. Vote was by roll call: Alexandria-yes, Bridgewater-yes, 

Bristol-yes, Danbury-yes, Groton-yes, Hebron-yes, New Hampton-yes 7-0-0-0 

Motion Passed 
 

Jeff Levesque made a motion to approve the Superintendent to accept resignations 

before the next board meeting. Heidi Milbrand seconded the motion. Vote was by roll 

call: Alexandria-yes, Bridgewater-yes, Bristol-yes, Danbury-yes, Groton-yes, 

Hebron-yes, New Hampton-yes 7-0-0-0 Motion Passed 

 

Jeff Levesque made a motion to cancel the May 4 meeting and schedule the next 

meeting for May 18. Heidi Milbrand seconded. Vote was by roll call: Alexandria-yes, 

Bridgewater-yes, Bristol-yes, Danbury-yes, Groton-yes, Hebron-yes, New Hampton-

yes 7-0-0-0 Motion Passed 

 

XV. Financial 

a. Approval of Manifest(s) 

None 

 

XVI. Jeff Levesque made a motion to enter Nonpublic Session:  91-A:3(a):  The dismissal, 

promotion, or compensation of any public employer or the disciplining of such 

employee, or the investigation of any charges against him or her, unless the employee 

affected (1) has a right to a meeting and (2) requests that the meeting be open, in 

which case the request shall be granted. Jason Robert seconded. Vote was by roll call: 
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Alexandria-yes, Bridgewater-yes, Bristol-yes, Danbury-yes, Groton-yes, Hebron-yes, 

New Hampton-yes 7-0-0-0 Motion Passed 

 

Paul Ciotti and Ruth Whittier exited the meeting. 

Board entered nonpublic at 8:29 p.m. 

 

XVII. Motions on any items discussed in nonpublic session 

The School Board returned from nonpublic session at 9:21 p.m. 

Jeff Levesque made a motion to seal the nonpublic minutes for a period of 90 days. 

Jason Robert seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken: Groton-yes, Hebron-

yes, Bristol-yes, Bridgewater-yes, New Hampton-yes, Danbury-yes, Alexandria-yes. 

7-0-0-0 Motion Passed 

 

Jason Robert made a motion to accept the nomination of Stacy Bachelder- Giles as 

the Bridgewater-Hebron Village School Principal as presented by the Superintendent. 

Melissa Suckling seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken: Groton-yes, 

Hebron-yes, Bristol-yes, Bridgewater-yes, New Hampton-yes, Danbury-yes, 

Alexandria-yes. 7-0-0-0 Motion Passed 

 

XVIII. Adjournment 

Jeff Levesque made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:35 p.m. Melissa Suckling 

seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken: Groton-yes, Hebron-yes, Bristol-yes, 

Bridgewater-yes, New Hampton-yes, Danbury-yes, Alexandria-yes. 7-0-0-0 Motion 

Passed 

 

Respectfully submitted by Ruth Whittier, School Board Clerk 

(present via teleconference at home alone) 

 

District staff present via teleconference: Stacy Buckley, Superintendent of Schools home 

alone and Paul Ciotti, Technology Director home monitoring the media. 


