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Notice is hereby made that public comment shall be made without expectation of a response by 

any School Board member to matters raised by such commentary.  The Board respects the right 

of the public to communicate its stance of matters of interest, but meetings are scheduled in 

advance to conduct business put forth on its publicly posted agenda only. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

NEWFOUND AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT 

School Board Minutes 

February 3, 2020 

Non-Public Session:  6:00 p.m. 

Public Session:  6:30 p.m. 

Location:  LMC- Newfound Regional High School 
 

I. Call to Order by the School Board Chair, Jeff Levesque at 6:03 p.m. 

II. Pledge of Allegiance 

III. Record Roll: 

Sue Cheney, Alexandria  present 

Michael O’Malley, Bridgewater arrived 6:20 p.m. 

Heidi Milbrand, Bristol  present 

Melissa Suckling, Danbury  present 

Jeff Levesque, Groton   present 

Jason Robert, Hebron   present 

Christine Davol, New Hampton present 

 

IV. Jeff Levesque announced the need to enter Nonpublic Session:  91-A:3(a):  The 

dismissal, promotion, or compensation of any public employer or the disciplining of 

such employee, or the investigation of any charges against him or her, unless the 

employee affected (1) has a right to a meeting and (2) requests that the meeting be 

open, in which case the request shall be granted. Heidi Milbrand moved to enter non-

public. Jason Robert seconded. Vote was by roll call. Alexandria-yes, Bridgewater-

late, Bristol-yes, Danbury-yes, Groton-yes, Hebron-yes, New Hampton-yes. Board 

left for non-public at 6:05 p.m. 

 

Non-Public Minutes 

Present in non-public: Jeff Levesque, Christine Davol, Melissa Suckling, Jason 

Robert, Heidi Milbrand, Sue Cheney, Mike O’Malley (entered at 6:25 p.m.), Stacy 

Buckley (Superintendent) 

The board discussed two personnel matters. No motions were made in non-public. 

Jeff Levesque made a motion to leave non-public at 6:40 p.m. Jason Robert seconded. 

A roll call vote was taken. Groton-yes, New Hampton-yes, Danbury-yes, Hebron-yes, 

Bristol-yes, Alexandria-yes, Bridgewater-yes. 

 

Jeff Levesque returned the meeting to public session at 6:50 p.m. 

Notice:  These minutes are in D R A F T format, and shall remain as such as the legal record in compliance 
with RSA 91:A in their written archival form.  They are likely to contain errors and may be in need of 
correction which can only be done in public in a properly-posted, subsequent meeting of the School Board.   
Accordingly, you are referred to the minutes of a subsequent (i.e. future -- but not necessarily the next 
sequential) meeting of the Board to identify what may have been changed as an approved and properly 
modified record in compliance with law. 
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V. Approval or Modification of Agenda 

None 

 

VI. Approval of Minutes 

a. January 21, 2020 

No corrections 

 

VII. Public Comment 

None 

 

VIII. Correspondence 

None 

 

IX. Announcements and Recognition 

a. Student Liaison Report 

Tuan Nguyen said Winter Carnival, a big Spirit Week, is coming to the high 

school in two weeks, which will bring together students after midterms. He spoke 

about the differences in midterms since the high school went to competencies.  

The One Act Plays were held and Seniors won. Girls and Boys basketball and 

skiing is underway. Start of second semester is going well. Robotics team has an 

upcoming competition. National Honor Society and seniors did well selling 

refreshments at the Deliberative Session.  

b. Staff Liaison Report  

Chelsea Vittner said at the middle school on January 31, a unified basketball 

game was played between NRHS and White Mountain School. Faith Smith, a 

senior gave a well-received presentation during half time on unified sports. This 

was her Senior Project. 

At BES, the Fisher Cats Reading Challenge has begun and staff from the Fisher 

Cats came to school to kick off the challenge with an assembly. 

c. Superintendent Report 

The Town of Hill received a Petitioned Warrant Article “to see if the citizens of 

Hill will form a committee charged with researching the Social and Fiscal results/ 

impacts of tuitioning all Hill’s school age children to the Newfound School 

District and closing the Jennie D. Blake school. This committee should meet 

regularly, be composed of persons from the village as well as rural areas, parents 

and persons without children. The committee should seek to form as soon as 

possible. The committee should produce a final report and publish it on the Town 

Web Site, no later than December 31st, 2020.” Stacy will keep the board apprised 

on this article.  It will be voted on at the Hill annual school district meeting. 

 

Congratulations to Kali Dore for being nominated to the “Top 40 under 40” 

presented by the NH Union Leader.   She has also started the Community Closet 

for students in need of items. 
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Stacy noted two articles appeared in the news about Allied Arts Night at the 

middle school and Robotics at the high school. Early Release Day is February 12. 

Stacy noted that she has been following the coronavirus outbreak and based upon 

a recent conference call, believes that we are not a risk in NH or in our schools at 

this time.  They recommend continuing with good cleaning practices. 

Stacy noted that Seniors are now presenting their Senior Projects.  She has 

attended two presentations on Social Media, and Unified Sports, both very 

interesting and well done 

d. Other 

 

X. Old Business 

a. Review of Deliberative Session 

Jeff Levesque noted that no Articles had changed so Articles 1, 2, 3, and 4 will 

appear as is on the Warrant on Election Day.  

 

Sue Cheney expressed disappointment that more people did not attend the 

Deliberative Session, especially since the two proposed amendments could have 

affected the budget. Alexandria had a Deliberative Session that afternoon and 

proportionately more people attended that meeting.  

 

XI. New Business 

a. Approval of Memorandum of Understanding with Newfound Teachers Union 

regarding start of the 2020-2021 school year 

Stacy noted we need a motion to approve this because the teachers are starting 

school before the contract states due to the change in School Calendar 2020-2021. 

b. Policies- 1st Read: 

i. AC: Non-discrimination, equal opportunity employment and district anti-

discrimination plan 

ii. AC-E: Annual notice of contact information for human rights officer, title 

IX coordinator, 504 coordinator and civil rights agencies (New policy) 

iii. GBK: Prohibition regarding use and possession of tobacco products, e-

cigarettes, and e-liquids in and on school facilities and grounds 

iv. JFCI: Student alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs 

v. BDDG:  Minutes 

vi. EBCA: Crisis Prevention and Emergency Response Plans 

vii. EBCB: Fire and All Hazards Drills 

viii. EH:  Public Access to school district records 

ix. EH-R: Administrative Procedures for public access to district records 

x. FEG: Supervision of construction: Clerk of the Works/Project Manager 

xi. GDB: Employment of support staff and program specialists 

xii. IGAG: Teaching about alcohol, drugs, and tobacco 

xiii. IHCD: Advanced Coursework/advanced placement courses 

xiv. JLDBB: Suicide Prevention 
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The policies needed updating due to legislative changes. Christine Davol 

clarified that JLDBB: Suicide Prevention Policy is new and requires 

annual two hour training for staff. 

 

c. Job Descriptions: for approval 

i. School Social Worker 

Jason Robert would like to add more days than 180 to the job description 

since it is an important role and could be useful over the summer. Stacy 

said 180 days is budgeted but the workload will be assessed for the need to 

increase. 

ii. Athletic Trainer 

Stacy worked with Alex Sobolov to post for a much needed position.  It 

was agreed to add, “State Licensure required” to the job description. 

d. School Board Evaluation 

Stacy can make a survey monkey to send out to the board, parents and community 

in the next two weeks. 

e. Superintendent Evaluation 

Stacy and the board agreed to waive the evaluation since Stacy is leaving. 

f. Next meeting schedule 

February 17 Presidents Day is the next scheduled meeting and Jeff Levesque 

recommended that we cancel it. This meeting is just before the school vacation 

week and the March 2 date is just after the vacation week. We will keep the 

meeting on March 2. Change March 16 to March 23 in case a contested race 

requires a recount. 

 

XII. Public Comment (on agenda items only per policy BDDH, 5 minute limit) 

Bryan Richardson, Alexandria attended on behalf of Standup Newfound and asked 

where he could find a copy of the policies. Stacy directed him to view the website 

where the policies are located- under the school board agenda and minutes. 

Deborah Richardson, Alexandria reported that CADY is doing an initiative to bring in 

a Parents Advisory Committee for Newfound. 

 

XIII. Motion on Consent Agenda 

None 

 

XIV. Motion on Individual Agenda Items 

Jeff Levesque made a motion to accept the resignation as presented by the 

Superintendent. Christine Davol seconded. Vote 7-0-0-0 Motion Passed 

 

Melissa Suckling moved to accept the January 21, 2020 minutes. Jason Robert 

seconded. Vote 6-0-1-0 (Groton abstained) Motion Passed 

 

Mike O’Malley made a motion to approve the Memorandum of Understanding with 

Newfound Teachers Union regarding start of the 2020-2021 school year. Jason 

Robert seconded. Vote 7-0-0-0 Motion Passed 
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Mike O’Malley moved to accept AC, AC-E, GBK, JFCI, BDDG, EBCA, EBCB, EH, 

EH-R, FEG, GDB, IGAG, IHCD, JLDBB Policies-1st read as presented by the 

Superintendent. Sue Cheney seconded. Vote 7-0-0-0 Motion Passed 

 

Melissa Suckling moved to approve the School Social Worker job description as 

modified. Jason Robert seconded. Vote 7-0-0-0 Motion Passed 

 

Jason Robert moved to accept the Athletic Trainer job description as presented. 

Christine Davol seconded. Vote 7-0-0-0 Motion Passed 

 

XV. Financial 

a. Approval of Manifest(s) 

Sue Cheney made a motion to approve November 2019 Manifest. Jeff Levesque 

seconded. Vote 7-0-0-0 Motion Passed 

 

XVI. Adjournment 

Jason Robert made a motion to adjourn at 7:26 p.m. Jeff Levesque seconded. Vote 7-

0-0-0 Motion Passed 

   

 

Respectfully submitted by Ruth Whittier, School Board Clerk 

District staff present: Stacy Buckley, Superintendent; Mike Limanni, Business Administrator; 

Anne Landry, Student Services; Kim Sarfde, Curriculum Coordinator; Paul Ciotti, Technology 

Director 

 

Public present: Deborah and Bryan Richardson, Alexandria 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


