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NEWFOUND AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT 

School Board Minutes 

January 6, 2020 

Public Session:  6:30 p.m. 

Location:  LMC- Newfound Regional High School 

 

I. Call to Order by the School Board Chair, Jeff Levesque at 6:33 p.m. 

II. Pledge of Allegiance 

III. Record Roll: 

Sue Cheney, Alexandria  present 

Michael O’Malley, Bridgewater present 

Heidi Milbrand, Bristol  present 

Melissa Suckling, Danbury  present 

Jeff Levesque, Groton   present 

Jason Robert, Hebron   present 

Christine Davol, New Hampton present 

 

IV. Approval or Modification of Agenda 

Stacy Buckley noted that we need to add a recently submitted petitioned warrant 

article under New Business. 

Approval of minutes from December 16, 2019 are postponed. 

 

V. Discussion of Superintendent Search with NHSBA 

Barrett Christina, Executive Director of the NH School Board Association and Alan 

Pardy, a consultant to the NHSBA were present to discuss the process and timeline 

for the superintendent search using the Bryan Group consulting firm. In forming the 

search committee for the new superintendent, Barrett and Alan suggest not more than 

12 members to meet four to five times for two to three hour meetings over a sixteen-

week process in a location with access to technology. The role of the search 

committee is to identify the competencies looked for in the new superintendent so 

that interviews and recruiting can match candidates to the school district’s needs. The 

search committee may consider an online survey to gather community input, then 

hold a community forum with the final candidates and then make a recommendation 

to the school board.  

 The School Board discussed who would serve on the search committee.   It was 

decided that Jason Robert, Melissa Suckling and Heidi Milbrand will serve as the 

School Board Representatives.  The board discussed having a student rep and thought 

Notice:  These minutes are in D R A F T format, and shall remain as such as the legal record in compliance 
with RSA 91:A in their written archival form.  They are likely to contain errors and may be in need of 
correction which can only be done in public in a properly-posted, subsequent meeting of the School Board.   
Accordingly, you are referred to the minutes of a subsequent (i.e. future -- but not necessarily the next 
sequential) meeting of the Board to identify what may have been changed as an approved and properly 
modified record in compliance with law. 
 



2 

Notice is hereby made that public comment shall be made without expectation of a response by 

any School Board member to matters raised by such commentary.  The Board respects the right 

of the public to communicate its stance of matters of interest, but meetings are scheduled in 

advance to conduct business put forth on its publicly posted agenda only. 

that Tuan Nugyen (student representative) would be great.  Stacy will follow up with 

Tuan to see if he is interested, two principals, one paraeducator, one community 

member, two teachers, and a central office member. A board member will be asked to 

chair the committee and the homework is to pick a committee in ten days. 

The next meeting is Tuesday, January 28 at 6:30 p.m. in the high school LMC. 

Barrett Christina will email a contract to Stacy Buckley and Jeff Levesque. Mr. 

Christina added that a contact person is needed for candidates to call with their 

questions. 

 

Stacy Buckley discussed the BHVS Principal interview committee and is looking for 

a representative for that committee as well.   Mike O’Malley will be the board 

representative for this committee. 

 

VI. Public Hearing: The Newfound Area School District will conduct a public hearing to 

accept and expend $10,500 from the New Hampshire Department of Education to 

support the Newfound Regional High School Robotics Program. 

Jeff Levesque opened the public hearing at 7:29 p.m. Stacy Buckley thanked Paul 

Bemis who wrote and received the grant for the high school in the amount of 

$10,500. No further discussion. Jeff asked if there was any public comment or input.  

There was no public present at the meeting.  Jeff Levesque closed the public hearing 

at 7:30 p.m. 

 

VII. Approval of Minutes 

a. December 9, 2019 

Christine Davol requested an addition to page two under X.c. “Parents have raised 

questions concerning the absence of comments on the new progress report cards. 

Stacy said the comments will appear in the future.” 

Page 3, XI. a. delete the sentence that says, “Mike Limanni says if we receive 

more Medicaid reimbursements, we might go up over the tax cap.” 

b. December 16, 2019 

Approval of minutes postponed. 

 

VIII. Public Comment 

None 

 

IX. Correspondence 

None 

 

X. Announcements and Recognition 

a. Student Liaison Report- none 

b. Staff Liaison Report- none  

c. Superintendent Report 

There will be a Budget Hearing at 6:30 p.m. on Friday, January 10. 

Training is continuing on the Infinite Campus student information system. 
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Stacy had a meeting with other schools attending the Huot Tech Center to see if 

Newfound students could attend as well. Stacy noted that the regional 

superintendents were concerned about losing seats if Newfound were to become a 

part of the Huot Agreement.   In collaboration with all of the Superintendents, it 

was agreed that we would pilot Newfound Students attending Huot for the next 2 

years to see if there is an actual impact.   Students who are currently attending the 

Plymouth program for year 1 will be allowed to remain at Plymouth for year 2.  

All new students will attend Huot.  

Friends of Football received a $500 grant from the NH Charitable Foundation for 

their work on NH Tackles Hunger.   

January 15 is an early release day with various trainings happening in our schools.  

NMMS is focusing on the impact that trauma has on the brain and learning. 

Peter Cofran recently won a prestigious service award at the National 

Interscholastic Athletic Administrators Association National Conference for his 

dedicated service to education-based athletics in NH. 

d. Other 

Christine Davol asked about Clif grants at DES, BES and BHVS and inquired 

how those grants are designated. Kim Sarfde explained the process of the 

applications and that NHCS did not qualify for eligibility for the CLIF grants 

based on free and reduced eligibility numbers. 

Christine commended NMMS for beginning the process of reviewing the delivery 

of special education services to students. 

Christine asked why freshmen are taking PSAT tests when they will be taking it 

again as sophomores. Stacy explained that taking it in their freshman years assists 

students in being prepared for the test.  In addition, it helps faculty and students 

identify areas of weakness so that they can be provided specific remediation.  This 

has helped us prepare students for their future. 

      

XI.  Old Business 

a. Information on establishing a Scholarship Fund  

Mike Limanni provided the board with a handout that outlines the process for 

developing a scholarship.  This was requested at the previous meeting. 

 

XII. New Business 

a. NRHS Graduation Date 

At the recommendation of the High School Principal, Paul Hoiriis, Stacy is 

recommending to the board that June 13, 2020 be the date for high school 

graduation. 

 

b. Request to change Title 1 position from part time to full time 

Rollover funds are available to increase the position at DES to full time. This 

position would change back to a part time position for the 2020-2021 school year, 

unless Title 1 funding was available. 

c. Request for 1:1 para 

BES has a new student with a need for a 1:1 para in the second grade. 
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d. Stacy Buckley received a petitioned warrant article today that will be Article 4 on 

the warrant. The board reviewed the slight differences between this article and the 

one presented last year.   Stacy noted that this continues to be an advisory article 

only.  The article was also shared with the budget committee who will discuss it at 

the budget hearing on Friday. 

 

XIII. Public Comment (on agenda items only per policy BDDH, 5 minute limit) 

None 

 

XIV. Motion on Consent Agenda 

None 

 

XV. Motion on Individual Agenda Items 

Jeff Levesque made a motion to approve the December 9, 2019 minutes as amended. 

Melissa Suckling seconded. Vote 6-0-1-0 (Groton abstained) Motion Passed 

 

Melissa Suckling made a motion to accept and expend $10,500 from the New 

Hampshire Department of Education to support the NRHS Robotics Program. 

Christine Davol seconded. Vote 7-0-0-0 Motion Passed 

 

Jason Robert moved to accept NRHS Graduation Date of June 13, 2020. Jeff 

Levesque seconded. Vote 7-0-0-0 Motion Passed 

 

Heidi Milbrand made a motion to change a Title 1 position from part time to full time 

as outlined in the proposal. Jason Robert seconded. Vote 7-0-0-0 Motion Passed 

 

Mike O’Malley made a motion to approve the request for a 1:1 para. Heidi Milbrand 

seconded. Vote 7-0-0-0 Motion Passed 

 

XVI. Financial 

a. Approval of Manifest(s) 

None 

 

XVII. Adjournment 

Jeff Levesque made a motion to adjourn at 8:15 p.m. Jason Robert seconded. Vote 7-

0-0-0 Motion Passed 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by Ruth Whittier, School Board Clerk 

   

District staff present: Stacy Buckley, Superintendent; Mike Limanni, Business Administrator; 

Anne Landry, Student Services; Kim Sarfde, Curriculum Coordinator; Paul Ciotti, Technology 

Director 


