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Notice is hereby made that public comment shall be made without expectation of a response by 

any School Board member to matters raised by such commentary.  The Board respects the right 

of the public to communicate its stance of matters of interest, but meetings are scheduled in 

advance to conduct business put forth on its publicly posted agenda only. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWFOUND AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT 

School Board Minutes 

Monday, January 14, 2019 

Non-Public Session:  6:00 p.m. 

Public Session:  6:30 p.m. 

Public Hearing:  7:00 p.m. 

Location:  LMC- Newfound Regional High School 

 

I. Call to Order by Jeff Levesque at 6:03 p.m. 

II. Pledge of Allegiance 

III. Record Roll: 

Sue Cheney, Alexandria  present 

Vincent Paul Migliore, Bridgewater present 

Heidi Milbrand, Bristol  present 

Jeff Levesque, Groton   present 

Jason Robert, Hebron   present 

Christine Davol, New Hampton present 

Vacancy, Danbury 

 

IV. Jeff Levesque moved to enter Non-public session: 91-A (3) (a) The dismissal, 

promotion, or compensation of any public employee or the disciplining of such 

employee, or the investigation of any charges against him or her, unless the employee 

affected (1) has a right to a meeting and (2) requests that the meeting be open, in 

which case the request shall be granted. Vincent Migliore seconded. Vote was by 

record roll: Alexandria-yes; Bridgewater-yes; Bristol-yes; Groton-yes; Hebron-yes; 

New Hampton-yes. 6-0-0-0 Motion Passed 

 

Present in Non-public session: Jeff Levesque, Jason Robert, Heidi Milbrand, Sue 

Cheney, Vincent Migliore, Christine Davol, Stacy Buckley (Superintendent).  

 

The Board discussed an early retirement and stipend request for Betsy Vogler.  

The Board discussed the appointment of the Danbury School Board representative.  

 

Sue Cheney made a motion to leave non-public session at 6:29. Jason Robert 

seconded the motion. A roll call vote was taken: Groton-yes; Hebron- yes; 

Bridgewater-yes; Alexandria-yes; Bristol- yes; New Hampton- yes. Motion Passed. 

 

Notice:  These minutes are in D R A F T format, and shall remain as such as the legal record in compliance 
with RSA 91:A in their written archival form.  They are likely to contain errors and may be in need of 
correction which can only be done in public in a properly-posted, subsequent meeting of the School Board.   
Accordingly, you are referred to the minutes of a subsequent (i.e. future -- but not necessarily the next 
sequential) meeting of the Board to identify what may have been changed as an approved and properly 
modified record in compliance with law. 
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Jeff Levesque called the public session to order at 6:32 p.m. 

 

Jason Robert made a motion to accept the early retirement of Betsy Vogler and 

approve the retirement stipend payout in February. Jeff Levesque seconded the 

motion. Vincent Migliore wanted to recognize her time spent in the district and the 

board agreed she contributed greatly. 

 

V. Public interviews, if necessary, for Danbury School Board Appointment 

Melissa Suckling is the candidate for Danbury School Board appointment. She 

explained that she is an Occupational Therapist by trade, has an MBA, is an Assistant 

Director of an assisted living facility and has twin boys at Danbury Elementary 

School. Jeff asked if Melissa will sign up for the seat during the upcoming election. 

Melissa stated that this was her intent. 

 

Heidi asked what is the reason Melissa is running. Melissa said Sharon Klapyk gave 

her the idea and encouraged her to run. 

 

Jeff asked what she can bring to the Board. Melissa noted that she graduated from the 

Newfound School District, has children in the district, and would like to contribute to 

the community. Jeff asked her what she thinks is the biggest need in the district. “As a 

parent the need is to help the schools.”  Jeff asked how Melissa could deal with 

potentially angry citizens. Melissa replied she is the Assistant Director of assisted 

living facility and can handle clients tactfully. 

 

Jason Robert asked her how she sees herself interacting with other schools.   Melissa 

noted that she does a lot of work with the TTCC and that provides input from a lot of 

communities. 

 

VI. Appointment and Swearing in of Danbury School Board member 

Sue Cheney moved to appoint Melissa Suckling to the School Board as the Danbury 

representative until the elections in March. Christine Davol seconded. Vote 5-0-1-0 

(New Hampton abstained) Motion Passed 

 

Melissa Suckling recited the Oath of Office and took a seat at the Board table. 

   

VII. Jeff Levesque opened the Public Hearing at 6:43 p.m.  The Newfound Area School 

District will conduct a public hearing for the purpose of accepting and expending up 

to $46,170 to be received from Freudenberg- NOK and up to $7,500 from First 

Robotics NH for the purposes of funding a First Robotics program at NRHS, NMMS, 

and BES for 3 years.  

 

Stacy Buckley said Freudenberg- NOK is funding the Robotics Program for three 

years. Freudenberg is providing nine engineers as mentors, three for each level. The 

program has already begun. Stacy reviewed the costs for the program. Teacher 

mentors at the high school are Lori Mayo and Don White. BES mentors are Pam 
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Plankey and Elisa Guerriero. The program is expected to increase exposure to 

students in hopes that they may pursue engineering as a career. Freudenberg- NOK 

has already sponsored Manufacturing Day at the high school. 

 

Stacy also noted that we are to receive a grant of $7,500 as a start up grant from First 

NH for the high school. 

 

The Public Hearing was opened for public discussion.   

Jeff Levesque made a motion to accept and expend up to $46,170 to be received from 

Freudenberg- NOK and up to $7,500 from First Robotics NH for the purposes of 

funding a First Robotics program at NRHS, NMMS and BES for three years. 

Christine Davol seconded. Vote 7-0-0-0 Motion Passed 

 

VIII. Approval or Modification of Agenda 

None 

 

IX. Approval of Minutes 

a. December 10, 2018 

Christine Davol referred to a Public Comment on page one made at the December 

10, 2018 meeting concerning the number of Guidance Counselors in the district. 

Christine does not support losing more counselors. Jeff Levesque said Christine 

makes a valid point because NH is working on improving mental health and this 

is not the time to pull back on guidance. Jason Robert thinks students need access 

to resources they need in order to stay positive. Stacy Buckley said since she has 

been here the district has cut 1.5 Guidance Counselors and does not believe we 

are overstaffed. 

 

Sue Cheney corrected page three, first paragraph should read, The Board 

discussed the use of the Capital Reserve Fund to cover maintenance type 

items… 

 

X. Public Comment 

Steve Spafford, Groton asked Tuan Nguyen, School Board Student Representative, to 

give a summary of what are the Guidance Counselor duties. Tuan said that at the high 

school we have a Drug and Alcohol Counselor who addresses student issues of a 

mental health nature. We also have two counselors who do all the class scheduling, 

report grades, and help students with the college application process.  He said that 

everyone works with students and that they are a very busy office.  None of them can 

ever be found sitting around.  The guidance counselors engage well with students. 

 

XI. Correspondence 

None 

 

XII. Announcements and Recognition 

a. Student Liaison Report  
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Tuan Nguyen said midterms are approaching and students may get out early on 

some days. Sports are continuing but snow days are having an impact on 

schedules. 

 

b. Staff Liaison Report  

Chelsea Vittner said B-HVS is working on giving student voices. At DES, the 

Annual Bertha Brown Prize Speaking Night is January 31 from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

NHCS had a well attended Annual Sing Along December 20 and they are doing 

their Winter Activity Program while some students, ski, skate or perform school 

activities.  The high school reported 38% students made honor roll, six students 

were named NH Scholars and 13 new members were inducted into National 

Honor Society. 

 

c. Superintendent Report 

Stacy Buckley said we have had four snow days already, which means Thursday, 

June 20 is the last day for school so far.  Former Chief Justice John Broderick 

comes to the high school Tuesday, January 15 at 1 p.m. to speak on mental health 

for an all school assembly.  There is a free workshop being presented in Belmont 

(Belmont High School) on January 17 at 6 p.m.  This is a workshop that has been 

presented across the state and provides for some good insight into the challenges 

of how we currently fund education and the disparities created across school 

districts in the state. 

 

d. Other 

None 

 

XIII. Old Business 

a. Review and Approval of 5-year Strategic Plan 

Stacy gave a quick recap of the work accomplished over 1.5 years that included 

several roundtables and an online survey. The 5 Year Strategic Plan 2019-2024 is 

the culmination of over 4000 data points and will guide the community as to 

where we should go based on what was important to school and community 

members.  

 

Jason Robert asked where the public can access the strategic plan if they want to 

see it. Stacy noted that the plan will be online and she will be doing a press 

release.  We are developing a roll out process so that everyone will have access 

and buy into the plan. 

 

XIV. New Business 

a. School Board Subcommittee appointments 

Melissa Suckling was assigned to the Facilities Committee. Melissa is available to 

attend the Tuesday meeting at the SAU at 5 p.m. 
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b. 1st Read Policy: 

i. BBF- Board member ethics 

ii. GBCBA- Drug Free Workplace 

iii. AC- Non-discrimination 

iv. EHAB- Data Governance and Security 

v. JEC- Change of School Assignment- Manifest Educational Hardship 

vi. KEE- Website Accessibility and Grievance 

Stacy noted that Policy EHAB and KEE are new policies.   Vincent Migliore 

thanked the committee for their effort in working through, in detail, the revised 

policy BBF.  

 

c. Review of Budget Hearing 

The Budget Committee decided to keep the budget the same as presented.  

 

The Budget Committee noted that they would let the public change it at the 

Deliberative Session. Stacy said the recommendations on the warrant article are in 

the board packet and reflect the Budget Committee’s recommendations on the 

warrant articles. 

Article 2: Expendable Trust Fund: Building Maintenance 7-0-1 to recommend 

(Groton abstained) 

Article 3: Newfound Teachers Union Contract 6-0-2 (Groton and Alexandria 

abstained) 

Article 4: Operating Budget 5-1-2 (Groton and Alexandria abstained) (School 

Board Representative voted no) 

 

Stacy noted that the Budget Committee discussed making recommendations on 

the petition warrant articles, but decided not to. 

 

Tuan, student representative commented that he believes the Default Budget 

should remain with the School Board as he is worried that the Budget Committee 

does not want to support students as much.  

 

d. Recommendations on Warrant Articles 

Vincent Migliore noted that the Default Budget is supposed to be discussed and 

debated at the deliberative session. 

 

e. Field Trip(s) 

Pete Cofran, Athletic Director requests to take SALT students to Bretton Woods 

Omni Mount Washington Resort for the purpose of NHADA 27th Annual Student 

Leadership Conference from March 14-15, 2019 

 

Donna Ritchie/ Phil LaCasse request to take the 8th grade (85+ students) to 

Washington, D. C. with a stop in Philadelphia at no extra cost. Stacy noted that 

the trip has traditionally been taken in Spring but there was discussion about how 

to decrease the cost.  After reviewing several options, the Tour Company noted 
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that a significant savings and additional benefits (such as a stop in Philadelphia 

and a $1,000 scholarship) could be added if they changed the trip to the Fall 

instead of the Spring. Jason Robert asked if the trip in the Fall will impact sport 

programs. Stacy will remind them to consider it. 

 

f. Preparation for Deliberative Session 

 Vincent Migliore will speak to Article 5 as a member of the public. 

 Sue Cheney will speak to Article 2: Expendable Trust Fund: Building 

Maintenance 

 Jason Robert will speak to Article 3: Newfound Teacher Union Contract 

 Jeff Levesque asked Vincent Migliore to speak to the Default Budget but 

he declined because he says he did not build it.  Jeff Levesque will speak 

to both the Operating Budget and the Default Budget. 

 The petitioners will speak to Articles 5 and 6. 

Stacy will do the presentation on the warrant articles. She met with Ned Gordon, 

Moderator this morning and he is ready to go. 

 

g. January 28, 2019 meeting? 

The Board decided that since Deliberative Session is that week and there are no 

pressing agenda items that the January 28, 2019 meeting will not be held. 

 

XV. Public Comment (on agenda items only per policy BDDH, 5 minute limit) 

Sharon Nelson, Groton asked for clarification on costs of the Washington, D. C. trip. 

 

XVI. Motion on Consent Agenda 

First Read Policy: BBF, GBCBA, AC, EHAB, JEC, and KEE 

Field trips 

Jeff Levesque made a motion to accept the Consent Agenda. Christine Davol 

seconded. Vote 7-0-0-0 Motion Passed 

 

XVII. Motion on Individual Agenda Items 

Sue Cheney moved to approve the 12-10-18 Minutes as amended. Heidi Milbrand 

seconded. Vote 6-0-1-0 (Danbury abstained) Motion Passed 

 

Jeff Levesque made a motion to approve the Newfound Area School District 5 year 

Strategic Plan 2019-2024. Jason Robert seconded. Vote 7-0-0-0 Motion Passed 

 

Sue Cheney moved to appoint Melissa Suckling to the Facilities Committee. Jason 

Robert seconded. Vote 6-0-1-0 (Danbury abstained) Motion Passed 

 

Jeff Levesque made a motion to recommend Article 2: Expendable Trust Fund as 

written. Jason Robert seconded. Vincent Migliore asked, because he was not present 

at the meeting, why the transfer of funds did not work. Mike Limanni noted that the 

DRA provided us with guidance that we are not able to do the transfer as we were 

asking to do it.   Mike noted that you could do a special warrant article, but 
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administration is not recommending we go this route as it can be confusing to the 

public.  Jeff Levesque noted that the $200,000 amount put into the warrant article is a 

round number and close to the number that the NRHS parking lot will need.  The goal 

is to replace what the board will likely take out of the fund. Vote 6-0-1-0 (Danbury 

abstained) Motion Passed 

 

Jason Robert made a motion to recommend Article 3: Newfound Teachers Union 

Contract. Christine Davol seconded. Vote 6-0-1-0 (Danbury abstained) Motion 

Passed 
 

Jeff Levesque made a motion to recommend the Operating Budget warrant article. 

Jason Robert seconded. Vote 5-1-1-0 (Bridgewater voted no) (Danbury abstained) 

Motion Passed 
 

Stacy Buckley will update the warrant articles and prepare them for the warrant.  

Board members are asked to sign the warrant once it is completed. 

 

 

XVIII. Financial 

a. Approval of Manifest(s) 

Sue Cheney moved to approve November and December 2018 Financial 

Manifests. Jeff Levesque seconded. Vote 6-0-1-0 (Danbury abstained) Motion 

Passed 

 

XIX. Adjournment 

Melissa Suckling made a motion to adjourn at 7:53 p.m. Vincent Migliore seconded. 

Vote 7-0-0-0 Motion Passed  

 

Respectfully submitted by Ruth Whittier, School Board Clerk 

 

District staff present: Stacy Buckley, Superintendent; Mike Limanni, Business Administrator; 

Anne Holton, Student Services; Kim Sarfde, Curriculum Coordinator, Paul Ciotti, Tech 

Coordinator 

 

Public present: April Nguyen, Alexandria; Melissa Suckling, Danbury; Sharon Nelson, Groton; 

Steve Spafford, Groton; Heather Gosson, Bristol; Terry Murphy, Bridgewater 

 

   

 

 










