
1 

Notice is hereby made that public comment shall be made without expectation of a response by 

any School Board member to matters raised by such commentary.  The Board respects the right 

of the public to communicate its stance of matters of interest, but meetings are scheduled in 

advance to conduct business put forth on its publicly posted agenda only. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWFOUND AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT 

School Board Minutes 

September 16, 2019 

Public Session:  6:30 p.m. 

Location:  LMC- Newfound Regional High School 

 

I. Call to Order by the School Board Chair, Jeff Levesque at 6:33 p.m. 

II. Pledge of Allegiance 

III. Record Roll: 

Sue Cheney, Alexandria  present 

Michael O’Malley, Bridgewater present 

Heidi Milbrand, Bristol  present 

Melissa Suckling, Danbury  present 

Jeff Levesque, Groton   present 

Jason Robert, Hebron   present 

Christine Davol, New Hampton arrived 6:55 p.m. 

 

IV. Approval or Modification of Agenda 

None 

 

V. Approval of Minutes 

a. September 3, 2019 

No corrections 

 

VI. Public Comment 

None 

 

VII. Correspondence 

None 

 

VIII. Announcements and Recognition 

a. Student Liaison Report  

Tuan Nguyen said Homecoming is being celebrated at the high school with sports 

teams playing at home, Career Day is coming and the student body is positive. 

b. Staff Liaison Report  

Chelsea Vittner said the high school counted 43 co-curricular activities offered 

over the year.  
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c. Superintendent Report 

Stacy Buckley thanked the administrative team for participating in mini golf 

tournament to support CADY. 

She complimented the football team for playing a hard fought game on Saturday. 

Data has been transferred into the new student information system and teacher 

training is upcoming.  

ALICE training (in case of an active shooter) had 20 teachers attend last week and 

more training is scheduled for next week. 

Science instruction at the middle school is being supporting with training for 

science teachers. 

Stacy noted that we have upcoming early release for students/extended PD day for 

teachers.   The elementary schools will be focused on math, the middle school 

will be working on social/emotional learning, and the high school will be setting 

their school goal. Mid State Health has offered dental care twice a year and 

approximately 250 students have signed up to receive dental care this year. 

 

IX. Old Business 

None 

 

X. New Business 

a. Student Presentations 

i. Presidency and the Press 

Chris Ulrich introduced Emma Sawyer and Elsa McConologue, participants 

of the Presidency and the Press Conference. The two students provided the 

board with insight on the journalism skills they acquired. They learned how 

to interview and report, visited WMUR and the State House, had a 

campaign stop with multiple Presidential candidates and observed 

photography and videography. On the last day of the conference, the 

students went live on the Franklin Pierce website to read their own 

compositions. Students received a Certificate of completion for the great 

opportunity to learn outside the classroom, be engaged in journalism as a 

career, and get a glimpse of college life at the same time. 

b. Overview of Student Assessment Data for 2018-2019 

Stacy Buckley said that the presentation would be reviewing our State 

Assessment results for the 2018-2019 school year and that school administrators 

would elaborate on those assessments and what they are doing in their schools to 

continue the improvement cycle. 

Ann Holloran, New Hampton Community School Principal, has found success in 

improving scores by faculty writing K-5 rubrics on writing, and sharing reading 

interventionist goals with writing skills. They also work with Dr. Tolman for 

consulting.  

Sarah Rollins, Bristol Elementary School Principal, explained that her teachers 

have been using the mid modules for assessment.  This has helped the students 

better understand the materials and tests.  
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Allison Roberts, Danbury Elementary School Principal, gave an account of 

assessment scores at DES and said there is little consistency on their outcomes 

(ie: one year fifth grade is strong and 4th grade may be weak, while the next year 

it might be reversed). Teachers are working on deeper level change because of 

those scores. She stressed the importance of a collaborative culture among 

teachers is what works. 

Dana Andrews, Bridgewater Hebron Village School Principal, reported his scores 

are consistent and partially credited a culture of high expectations as an approach 

that works. He emphasized using student data to target interventions especially in 

math.   Dana spoke about the summer work that the group of district wide 

elementary teachers did to align practices in math across the district.  

Ann Holloran, Principal at New Hampton Community School, agreed that 

collaborative efforts among teachers improves consistency. Stacy Buckley added 

and agreed that the administrative team has an influence. Kim Sarfde said district 

level collaboration improves best practices. 

Jay Lewis, Newfound Memorial Middle School Principal, described seven points 

that made an impact on student assessment scores. Two of those points were 

making math an everyday class, and addressing the social and emotional 

challenges to learning. 

Paul Hoiriis, Newfound Regional High School Principal, reflected on what the 

others said and also credited the support of the Superintendent and school board. 

The number of Advanced Placement courses students have had access to has 

grown. Teachers are attending AP camp over the summer for professional 

development and student scores are improving with those teachers. He said dual 

enrollment classes are growing but tech-ed credentialing is challenging- he would 

like to see the numbers of those students involved increase.  NRHS has a new 

agreement to be able to send student to the Huot Vocational Center in Laconia in 

addition to the Plymouth program. Math and English Department continue to set 

yearly goals around SAT data and strategies. 

 

c. Field trip request(s) 

Amy Doolin requests a trip to Central Europe April 22 to May 3, 2020. 

Sheila Miller and John Lellos request a trip to Greece April 22 to April 30, 2020. 

Megan Guldner and Matthew Bonin request a trip to Galapagos Islands in July 

2020 with a focus on marine biology and geology. Megan was on hand to answer 

any questions from the board and invited them to join the field trip. 

d. Request for new paraeducator position for student new to the district 

A transfer student to NMMS requires a 1:1 support and current staffing does not 

meet the needs for the unanticipated need and therefore unbudgeted position. 

 

XI. Public Comment (on agenda items only per policy BDDH, 5 minute limit) 

None 

 

XII. Motion on Consent Agenda 

None 
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XIII. Motion on Individual Agenda Items 

Sue Cheney made a motion to approve the minutes of 9-3-19. Heidi Milbrand 

seconded. Vote 6-0-1-0 (New Hampton abstained) Motion Passed 

 

Jeff Levesque made a motion to approve four field trips as presented. Jason Robert 

seconded. Vote 7-0-0-0 Motion Passed 

 

Jason Robert made a motion to approve the position of 1:1 aide at the middle school 

as presented. Melissa Suckling seconded the motion. Vote 7-0-0-0 Motion Passed 

 

XIV. Financial 

a. Approval of Manifest(s) 

None 

 

XV. Adjournment 

Christine Davol made a motion to adjourn at 8:18 p.m. Mike O’Malley seconded the 

motion. Vote 7-0-0-0 Motion Passed 

 

Respectfully submitted by Ruth Whittier, School Board Clerk 

 

District staff present: Stacy Buckley, Superintendent; Mike Limanni, Business Administrator; 

Anne Landry, Student Services; Kim Sarfde, Curriculum Coordinator 

 

   












