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Notice is hereby made that public comment shall be made without expectation of a response by 

any School Board member to matters raised by such commentary.  The Board respects the right 

of the public to communicate its stance of matters of interest, but meetings are scheduled in 

advance to conduct business put forth on its publicly posted agenda only. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWFOUND AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT 

School Board Minutes 

September 3, 2019 (Tuesday) 

Non-public Session 6 p.m. 

Public Session:  6:30 p.m. 

Location:  LMC- Newfound Regional High School 

 

I. Call to Order by the School Board Chair at 6:01 p.m. 

II. Pledge of Allegiance 

III. Record Roll: 

Sue Cheney, Alexandria  arrived 6:09 

Michael O’Malley, Bridgewater present 

Heidi Milbrand, Bristol  present 

Melissa Suckling, Danbury  present 

Jeff Levesque, Groton   present 

Jason Robert, Hebron   present 

Christine Davol, New Hampton arrived 6:06 

 

IV. Jeff Levesque made a motion to enter Non-public session: 91-A: 3(1) - for the 

purpose of consideration of legal advice provided by legal counsel, either in writing 

or orally. Mike O’Malley seconded. Vote was by record roll: Alexandria-not present; 

Bridgewater-yes; Bristol-yes; Danbury-yes; Groton-yes; Hebron-yes; New Hampton-

not present. 

Board returned from non-public at 6:30 p.m.  

Jeff Levesque made a motion to seal the non-public minutes for ten years. Jason 

Robert seconded. Vote 7-0-0-0 Motion Passed 

 

V. Approval or Modification of Agenda 

None 

 

VI. Approval of Minutes 

a. August 19, 2019 

Minutes placed on consent agenda 

 

VII. Public Comment 

Ruby Hill, Danbury spoke about the petition warrant article under New Business and  

Notice:  These minutes are in D R A F T format, and shall remain as such as the legal record in compliance 
with RSA 91:A in their written archival form.  They are likely to contain errors and may be in need of 
correction which can only be done in public in a properly-posted, subsequent meeting of the School Board.   
Accordingly, you are referred to the minutes of a subsequent (i.e. future -- but not necessarily the next 
sequential) meeting of the Board to identify what may have been changed as an approved and properly 
modified record in compliance with law. 
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explained the reasons she was against the petitioned warrant article. She noted that 

the $25,000 threshold was too low and that the article did not take into consideration 

the other half of the definition of a capital project, which is the length of life. She said 

the Budget Committee members had discussed it and had concerns as well. She said 

the Capital Improvement Plan currently worked on considers the whole district and 

all facility needs and Ruby believes it leads to lower costs through combined projects. 

Ruby noted that she was concerned with the number of warrant articles that this  

would require and it looks to pit communities against each other in the approval 

process. She said the voters can be given a choice, approve planned expenditures or 

the default budget, without the low value itemization this warrant would require. 

 

VIII. Correspondence 

None 

 

IX. Announcements and Recognition 

a. Student Liaison Report-none  

b. Staff Liaison Report  

Chelsea Vittner updated the board on opening day school activities and said the 

high school has a new JV girls soccer team. 

c. Superintendent Report 

Stacy Buckley said opening day student enrollment is at 1201.  This is 14 more 

students than last June. 

All schools had a great opening day. 

The transition to Infinite Campus, the new student information system, is 

underway with the help of Paul Ciotti. 

September 24 is the next Policy Meeting so new policies may be forthcoming. 

School Open House dates will be sent out to board members. 

Social and Emotional Learning is a focus this year in our schools.  

d. Other 

Kim Sarfde said an NMMS student placed a friendly message on the outside of 

every locker to greet the student on the first day.  This was very thoughtful of this 

student! 

 

X. Old Business 

None 

 

XI. New Business 

a. Petition Warrant Article 

Jeff Levesque read the petition warrant article that was submitted by Vincent 

Migliore.   Jeff noted that the article would require any planned expenditure over 

$24,999 to be placed on a separate warrant article.  Jeff noted that this proposal 

was first brought before the board on September 24, 2018 by Vincent Migliore.  

The board discussed it at the next meeting and requested that the Policy 

Committee review it and make a recommendation.  The policy committee  
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reviewed it, with input from Vincent Migliore.  The policy committee did not 

recommend that the district adopt this procedure.   Jeff noted his concern with this 

process as the public already has multiple opportunities to provide input into the 

budget. 

 

Sue clarified that the article is advisory only.  Jeff confirmed that it is advisory 

only.  The electorate cannot restrict the board’s ability to spend money, such as on  

emergencies, etc.  Jeff also noted that he was concerned with “no means no”. 

 

Melissa pointed out that we were able to fix a leaky roof at BES with unexpended 

funds.  If we had to follow this process, we would not have been able to do this. 

 

Sue questioned what would happen if an article failed, but was required by state 

law or district policy.  There would be conflict. 

 

Mike O’Malley noted that the public already has several opportunities to review 

the budget and make adjustments.  This will create inefficiencies and is 

redundant. 

 

Sue added that the Budget Committee also has oversight and creates the budget 

that is presented.  A lot of people already review and have oversight. 

 

Jason noted that at deliberative session, the public has the ability to be a part of 

the process and can make amendments to the budget.    Melissa said that we have 

shifted from being reactive to proactive in regards to our schools and would like 

to keep this mindset.  This article could set us back. 

 

Mike Limanni reminded the board that they always have the right to put 

something individual onto a separate warrant article. 

 

Christine Davol noted that we finally have communities working together and we 

don’t want to go back to working against each other. 

 

Jeff noted that it appeared that there was not much board support for this warrant 

article. 

b. Deliberative Session Date  

The board agreed to have the deliberative session on Saturday, February 1, 2020 

c. New Hampshire School Boards Association call for Resolutions 

Jeff Levesque said we can decide as a board to propose a resolution and fill out 

the form on the back. Heidi Milbrand is the delegate. 

d. Approval to transfer “up to 2 ½ %” into the retained fund balance 

The board reviewed the handout provided by Mike Limanni.  Jeff raised the 

suggested amount of $200,000 to transfer into the retained fund balance.  The 

board discussed this in addition to the amount to put into the Expendable Trust  
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Fund for Building Maintenance.  After discussion, the board agreed that the 

$200,000 would support the district should an emergency arise that the money 

was needed. 

e. Approval to transfer “$350,000” into the Expendable Trust Fund: Building 

Maintenance 

The board discussed how much to put into the fund.  The fund has been depleted 

with the current paving projects and it was discussed to put forth the full amount 

for future building projects. 

f. Confirmation of nomination 

The superintendent nominated Stacy Maclean for DES Nurse starting 9/4/19. 

g. Approval to enter a multi-year contract for electricity 

The board discussed the handout provided by Mike Limanni regarding electricity 

rates and options. 

h. DOE 25/MS 25- need signatures 

The board was presented with the DOE25/MS25 and members signed. 

 

XII. Public Comment (on agenda items only per policy BDDH, 5 minute limit) 

None 

 

XIII. Motion on Consent Agenda 

Meeting minutes 8-19-19 

Jeff Levesque made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Jason Robert seconded. 

Vote 7-0-0-0 Motion Passed 

 

XIV. Motion on Individual Agenda Items 

Jeff Levesque made a motion to approve transfer of “$350,000” into the Expendable 

Trust Fund: Building Maintenance. Melissa Suckling seconded. Vote 7-0-0-0 Motion 

Passed 
 

Mike O’Malley made a motion to approve transfer of $200,000 into the retained fund 

balance. Christine Davol seconded. Vote 7-0-0-0 Motion Passed 

 

Jason Robert made a motion to confirm the nomination of Stacy MacLean as DES 

Nurse as presented by the superintendent. Sue Cheney seconded. Vote 7-0-0-0 

Motion Passed 
 

Jeff Levesque made a motion to authorize the Business Administrator to enter into a 

multi-year contract for electricity. Heidi Milbrand seconded. Vote 7-0-0-0 Motion 

Passed 
 

Jeff Levesque made a motion to decline to create the policy relative to the petitioned 

warrant article. Melissa Suckling seconded. Vote 7-0-0-0 Motion Passed 
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XV. Financial 

a. Approval of Manifest(s) 

Sue Cheney made a motion to approve manifests for June and July 2019. Mike 

O’Malley seconded. Vote 7-0-0-0 Motion Passed 

 

XVI. Adjournment 

Jeff Levesque made a motion to adjourn at 7:25 p.m. Jason Robert seconded. Vote 7-

0-0-0 Motion Passed 

 

Respectfully submitted by Ruth Whittier, School Board Clerk 

 

District staff present: Stacy Buckley, Superintendent; Mike Limanni, Business Administrator; 

Kim Sarfde, Curriculum Coordinator; Paul Ciotti, Tech Director 

 

Public present: Ruby Hill, Danbury; Abby Robison, Bristol 




