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Notice is hereby made that public comment shall be made without expectation of a response by 

any School Board member to matters raised by such commentary.  The Board respects the right 

of the public to communicate its stance of matters of interest, but meetings are scheduled in 

advance to conduct business put forth on its publicly posted agenda only. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWFOUND AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT 

School Board Minutes 

June 3, 2019 

Non-Public Session 6:00 p.m. 

Public Session:  6:30 p.m. 

Location:  LMC- Newfound Regional High School 

 

I. Call to Order by the School Board Chair Jeff Levesque at 6:04 p.m. 

II. Pledge of Allegiance 

III. Record Roll: 

Sue Cheney, Alexandria  arrived 6:10 

Michael O’Malley, Bridgewater present 

Heidi Milbrand, Bristol  present 

Melissa Suckling, Danbury  present 

Jeff Levesque, Groton   present 

Jason Robert, Hebron   present 

Christine Davol, New Hampton arrived 6:10 

 

IV. Jeff Levesque made a motion to enter Non-public session:  91-A (3) (a) for the 

purposes of the dismissal, promotion, or compensation of any public employee or the 

disciplining of such employee, or the investigation of any charges against him or her, 

unless the employee affected (1) has a right to a meeting and (2) requests that the 

meeting be open, in which case the request shall be granted. Mike O’Malley seconded 

the motion. Vote was by roll call: Bridgewater-yes; Bristol-yes; Danbury-yes; 

Groton-yes; Hebron-yes 

 

Non-Public Minutes 

Present in Non-public:  Jeff Levesque, Jason Roberts, Sue Cheney (arrived at 6:10), 

Christine Davol (arrived at 6:10), Heidi Milbrand, Mike O’Malley, Melissa Suckling. 

The board discussed a parent request for their child to remain in the district through 

the end of the year, Change of School Assignment requests, and Nominations.  No 

motions were made in non-public. 

 

Jason made a motion to leave non-public at 6:30.  Heidi seconded the motion.  A roll call 

vote was taken:  Jeff- yes; Jason-yes; Sue- yes; Chris- yes; Heidi- yes; Mike-yes; Melissa- 

yes 

Notice:  These minutes are in D R A F T format, and shall remain as such as the legal record in compliance 
with RSA 91:A in their written archival form.  They are likely to contain errors and may be in need of 
correction which can only be done in public in a properly-posted, subsequent meeting of the School Board.   
Accordingly, you are referred to the minutes of a subsequent (i.e. future -- but not necessarily the next 
sequential) meeting of the Board to identify what may have been changed as an approved and properly 
modified record in compliance with law. 
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V. Jeff Levesque opened the Public Hearing at 6:40 pm:  The Newfound Area School 

District will conduct a public hearing to appropriate $320,000 from the Facilities 

Maintenance Expendable Trust Fund for improvements to Newfound Road and the 

high school parking lot and driveways. 

 

At the last meeting, the board approved this transfer. The board must hold a public 

hearing in order to make this transfer. Archie Auger, Bristol asked Mike Limanni to 

review the funding that was discussed at the last meeting and where the funding came 

from. 

 

Mike Limanni said the FY 2020 budget includes repaving all Newfound Road.  The 

parking lot was removed from the budget with consensus by the school board and 

budget committee that the funds to do this would come from the Facilities 

Maintenance Expandable Trust Fund.  Mike explained that the cost of the projects, as 

outlined in the last meeting, were higher than anticipated. 

 

VI. Approval of Minutes 

a. May 20, 2019 

Minutes placed on consent agenda 

 

VII. Public Comment 

Deborah Richardson, with the community organization Stand Up Newfound invited 

the board to attend a June 25 community alcohol/substance abuse prevention event 

geared toward youth from 4-6 p.m. at Kelley Park. She also acknowledged the hard 

work that went into making both recent Proms successful. 

 

VIII. Correspondence 

Stacy referred to the invitation from Stand Up Newfound. 

 

IX. Announcements and Recognition 

a. Student Liaison Report  

Juniors are currently taking the SAS or Statewide Assessment System test in 

Science. Sports records were recently broken in track and field. Teachers are 

pushing for a successful end of the year outcome. Students have attended 

assemblies on competency based grading, done by administration and teachers 

involved in the initial process. 

b. Staff Liaison Report  

Chelsea Vittner reported that June 12 was Field Day at Danbury Elementary 

School. The fourth grade went to the State House to study NH history. BHVS 

held “Principal for a Day” for three students who were chosen through writing an 

essay. The eighth grade returned from a trip to Washington, D. C. last Friday and 

said it was very hot weather, but a great trip. 

c. Superintendent Report 

Facilities, Infinite Campus implementation have kept the SAU very busy.  
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The workshop on competency based education was presented to about 25 parents. 

It was very well received by those present. Nominations were accepted for 

Faculty School Board Representative. Election ballot submission ends at 3 p.m. 

Friday June 7 and results will be announced June 11. Chelsea Vittner ran 

uncontested for the position. The board is preparing for the end of the year 

barbeque for staff and faculty at 12:15 p.m. on June 21 and board members should 

arrive at the high school by 11 a.m. 

d. Other 

None 

 

X. Old Business 

a. Cloud Management Solution (to come from Undesignated Fund Balance) 

Paul Ciotti and Mike Limanni provided recommendations as a follow up to the 

last meeting concerning why current access points are outdated. Current access 

points cannot accommodate the technology students bring into schools in addition 

to the Chromebook and laptop demand. The goal is to purchase a fully compatible 

wireless modern mesh network. The board discussed the need for the request and 

were in favor of it. 

 

XI. New Business 

a. Resignations 

b. Nominations 

i. Suzanne Twombly- Middle School Math Teacher 

ii. Alexis Mayne- K/1 Full time Teacher at DES 

c. Change of School Assignment approval 

Discussed in non-public 

d. School Board Evaluation 

Comments were handed out for review and discussion. Sue Cheney thinks the 

faculty rated the board higher than the community maybe because they are in the 

schools and have more information. The board discussed how the questions are 

worded and how the survey is being distributed to the public. A concern is that if 

the public does not understand the role of the school board then they cannot 

evaluate it correctly.  Overall, the board believed that the teachers’ ratings were 

stronger than in the past.  The board discussed the efforts that have been made in 

attending events and continuing to invest in our schools. 

e. DES staffing requests for 2019-2020 

i. New 4.5 hours per day teacher position 

Stacy Buckley is requesting an additional teacher 4.5 hour a day teacher at 

Danbury Elementary School because the anticipated number of 

Kindergarten students is 15 for 2019-20 and if combined with the current 

K class moving to first grade would add up to 23 students. 
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ii. Additional hours for paraeducator  

Anne Landry requested an increase from the current 5.9 hour/day 

Kindergarten paraprofessional at DES to a full time 6.5 hour/day student 

specific paraprofessional due to an IEP team decision. 

f. Field Trip(s) 

Chris Ulrich requested an overnight trip to Rindge NH from July 15-19 for 

students to attend The Presidency and the Press Conference. 

Field Trip placed on consent agenda. 

g. Approval for Superintendent to accept resignations until the next scheduled 

meeting 

h. Approval for Superintendent to hire until the next scheduled meeting 

Stacy would like approval to accept resignations and to hire until the next 

scheduled meeting so that we don’t lose any strong candidates. 

 

XII. Public Comment (on agenda items only per policy BDDH, 5 minute limit) 

Deborah Richardson spoke on the School Board Evaluation, which she did receive 

the link for but did not fill it out because she does not have the knowledge necessary 

but she appreciates the board and the work they do.  

  

XIII. Motion on Consent Agenda 

Minutes May 20, 2019 

Field Trip 

Sue Cheney moved to accept the Consent Agenda. Jason Robert seconded. Vote 6-0-

1-0 (Groton abstained) Motion Passed 

 

XIV. Motion on Individual Agenda Items 

Jeff Levesque made a motion to approve the Cloud Management Plan, contingent on 

the district receiving the e-rate funding. Melissa Suckling seconded. Vote 7-0-0-0 

Motion Passed 
 

Michael O’Malley moved to accept the Nominations as presented by the 

Superintendent. Jason Robert seconded. Vote 7-0-0-0 Motion Passed 

 

Jason Robert made a motion to approve the Change of School Assignment as 

discussed in non-public and presented by the Superintendent. Christine Davol 

seconded. Vote 7-0-0-0 Motion Passed 

 

Jeff Levesque made a motion to accept DES staff requests as presented. Sue Cheney 

seconded. Vote 7-0-0-0 Motion Passed 

 

Heidi Milbrand made a motion to allow the Superintendent to accept resignations 

until the next scheduled board meeting. Jason Robert seconded. Vote 7-0-0-0 Motion 

Passed 
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Michal O’Malley moved to allow the Superintendent to hire before the next 

scheduled board meeting. Vote 7-0-0-0 Motion Passed 

 

Jeff Levesque made a motion to approve the appropriation of $320,000 from the 

Expendable Trust Fund for improvements to Newfound Road and the high school 

parking lot and driveways as presented in the Public Hearing. Michael O’Malley 

seconded. Vote 7-0-0-0 Motion Passed 

 

Jeff Levesque made a motion to approve a parental request for a student to finish at 

Newfound through the end of the year. Jason Robert seconded. Vote 7-0-0-0 Motion 

Passed 

 

XV. Financial 

a. Approval of Manifest(s) 

None 

 

XVI. Adjournment 

Jeff Levesque made a motion to adjourn at 7:45 p.m. Heidi Milbrand seconded. Vote 

7-0-0-0 Motion Passed 

 

Respectfully submitted by Ruth Whittier, School Board Clerk 

 

District staff present: Stacy Buckley, Superintendent; Michael Limanni, Business 

Administrator; Anne Landry, Student Services Administrator; Kim Sarfde, Curriculum 

Coordinator; Paul Ciotti, Technology Coordinator 

 

Public present: Archie Auger, Bristol; Deborah Richardson, Alexandria 






































