Newfound Area School District
Budget Committee Meeting
Supplemental Budget Hearing for 2015-2016 NASD Budget
Minutes
Wednesday, January 21, 2015
Newfound Regional High School Auditorium
Budget Committee Members: Simon Barnett, Danbury
Stan Newton, Hebron
John Jenness, New Hampton
Christen Dolloff, Bristol
Jeff Bird, Bridgewater
Sharon Nelson, Groton
Absent: Skip Reilly, Alexandria
School Board Members: Ruby Hill, Danbury
Vincent Paul Migliore, Bridgewater
Jeff Levesque, Groton
Don Franklin, Hebron
Christine Davol, New Hampton Ben Laroche, Bristol
Sue Cheney, Alexandria
District Staff: Stacy Buckley, Superintendent
Michael Limanni, Business Administrator
Meeting called to order at 6:34PM by Simon Barnett, followed by the pledge of allegiance. Mr. Barnett
introduced the members of both the School Board and Budget Committee.
Mr. Barnett stated that this supplemental hearing will deal strictly with the petitioned warrant article
(7).
Opened the floor up for discussion.
Dara Alquist, New Hampton, parent of incoming kindergarten. She stated her support for the program
as a two parent working family. Her concern is with paying out of pocket for a full-time program out-ofdistrict if this article does not pass. She feels that for most kids, they have been in full-day daycare
programs for many years and it would benefit many people.
Susan Peterson, kindergarten teacher BHVS, Bristol resident. Her perspective is that she is teaching a
full-day program in a half day, which is difficult. Common core standards require reading and advanced
skills in kindergarten. She feels that with a full-day program, there will be time for academics as well as
some down time. She also stated that half-day programs are inconvenient for many parents. She has
noticed attendance issues for children with transportation difficulties.
Annie Learned, Bristol, posed a question regarding the cost of the program. Does it impact the tax cap?
Stacy Buckley, Superintendent, stated that the impact on the budget will be discussed at the meetings
following the hearing. Her other concern is staffing levels with the program.
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Susan Colby, Bristol, spoke in favor of full-day kindergarten. She supports the idea of full-day
kindergarten at all schools to ensure they are all learning the same and have the same advantages going
into 1st grade.
Fred Robinson, Danbury, posed a question on the wording of the article. What does “as a minimum”
mean? Mr. Barnett stated that this is a petitioned article and this is how it was submitted.
Vincent Paul Migliore, Bridgewater, he stated that after the school board discussion, he was approached
by a member of the public in support of this issue. He stated that there was a question about adding a
half-day program as an option for parents, but the verbiage “at a minimum” seems to mean he would
like to see both options. Regarding the cost of daycare, it is not an issue for tax payers to concern
themselves with. He does not feel that is a reason for supporting full-day kindergarten. The sole reason
for support of this program should be to improve student outcomes. He discussed the steps the board
has taken in the past years to improve outcomes and that he feels full-day kindergarten is the next
logical step. He also feels it will reduce special education expenditures over the long term.
He has a number of questions regarding the implementation of the program including limitations and
funding issues. He requests the public be informed of the process. He feels that the “will of the people”
will overcome any tax cap issues.
Simon Barnett closed the hearing at 6:52. The school board and budget committees will be meeting this
evening.
Respectfully Submitted,
Kimberly Bliss
Budget Committee Clerk
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