Newfound Area School District
Budget Committee Meeting
Draft Minutes
Friday, January 9, 2015
Newfound Regional High School Auditorium
Budget Committee Members: Simon Barnett, Danbury
Harold “Skip” Reilly, Alexandria
Christen Dolloff, Bristol
Stan Newton, Hebron
John Jenness, New Hampton
Sharon Nelson Groton
Jeff Bird, Bridgewater
Jeff Levesque, School Board Representative
District Staff: Stacy Buckley, Superintendent
Michael Limanni, Business Administrator

Meeting called to order at 7:25PM following the Budget Hearing.
Discuss the 2015/16 Budget Hearing
Simon Barnett opened the floor to discussion on any suggested changes to the budget. Sharon Nelson
said she likes being below the tax cap, but is ok with adding money in for technology. Jeff Levesque
stated that he like being blow the tax cap, but he is more comfortable remaining below when
considering that we are budgeting on anticipated revenue, not guaranteed revenue.
Mike Limanni provided information on the technology that was not cut from the budget. $170,000 is still
in the budget after the $45,000 cut. He noted that the line item was generated by the technology plan
the district has in place. Discussion about what would be added back in if they increased the technology
budget.
Final FY15/16 Budget Approval by Committee
Sharon Nelson moved approved Article 4: Operating Budget as presented. Seconded by Simon Barnett.
So voted. 8-0-0
Budget Committee Recommendations on Warrant Articles
Simon Barnet moved to Article 5: (By Petition) NMMS Football for recommendation. Jeff Bird spoke to
the article. He supports it because the expense is a one-time expense for replacement of equipment, not
an annual funding. He also spoke to the benefits of the program for kids that may not excel at sports
already offered at Newfound. This would allow the school to do concussion testing on athletes, which
the program cannot currently perform. He also spoke to the sense of community that the program can
build. He thinks it’s a good investment in the town not just the school or athletic program. Jeff Levesque
added that this positive program to benefit the middle school and our perception.
Lynn Comeau, Hebron, added that in speaking with the middle school athletic coordinator, about $8,000
would be the annual cost, and she feels there will be a surplus next year. John Jenness asked about the
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details and how he would prefer to see the details of the cost of the program. Christen spoke to the
point made during the hearing about guidance staff.
Harold “Skip” Reilly made a motion to recommend Article 5 (By Petition). 7 yay, 1 opposed (New
Hampton dissenting).
Simon Barnett moved discussion to Article 2: Teacher Contract Agreement. Jeff Levesque made a
motion to recommend the article. Seconded by Simon Barnett. Unanimously recommended.
Simon Barnett moved discussion to Article 3: Expendable Trust Fund: Building Maintenance. Harold
“Skip” Reilly made a motion to recommend the article. Seconded by Jeff Bird. Unanimously
recommended.
Stacy Buckley reminded the committee that now the budget goes back to the school board and they will
present at the first deliberative session. She did note that if a petitioned article comes in that requires
district funds be expended, a supplementary budget hearing will be required.
Harold “Skip” Reilly made a motion to adjourn. Seconded by Simon Barnet. Meeting adjourned at
7:57PM.

Respectfully Submitted,
Kimberly Bliss
Budget Committee Clerk
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